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_ byPrivankaSrivastava A fewy Of the contestants
R e cner2 o 1N The competition proper

sympathy wave that a con-

the manira 1o samer Taee. O1 /110JAN 0O 5Seem 10
The music reality show Indian
Idol 5 is no exception. Looking at the

final 17 singers who have made it to the ha\/e been Se'eCted fO r

competition proper from auditions
held at various centres, you realise that

the underdog tactor nasviaved eaviy. T @DIlity TO Create
their singing abilities, their ability to

create melodrama has clearly been (1" gqd ON the ShOW
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deformity, he or she automatically
becomes saleable,” says ad-filmmaker
and image consultant Prahlad Kakkar.

Track record of past shows has
proved that the audience is always
moved by sob stories related to
struggles of contestants, especially
from smalltowns. The recent film
Paathshala made a note of this,
where the organisers of a reality show
for children pick kids who can move
viewers rather than the really tal-
ented ones with no drama factor
about them.

Says music composer Anu Malik,
who has been judging Indian Idol for
the last five years: “It’s a good idea to

encourage people from not so fortunate
backgrounds because viewers are inter-
ested. After a point, however, it’s only tal-
ent that counts.”

In the past, on the reality show Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa Lil Champs 2007, a visually
impaired Diwakar Sharma created turned
out to be a rage. He finished first runner-
up on the show. Although Diwakar is tal-
ented, judges of the show Abhijeet and
Alka Yagnik openly pointed out that his
physical inability influenced the audience
voting pattern.

In this season of Indian Idol, there are
three contestants who have caught gupu-
lar attention with their personal problems
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B SWAROOP KHAN, 19
" Halls from: Balya village, Rajasthan
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tion round, he was accompanied by his
cousins, father and uncle, who played
music as he rendered a Rajasthani folk
song. When the judges wondered who the
real contestant was, Swaroop could
barely reply in Hindi. In order to judge him
closely, Sunidhi Chauhan asked him to sing
a solo Hindl song. He managed to sing a
few lines from the Woh Lamhe number,
Kyun aajkal neend kam. Sunidhi selected
him but said the boy lacked rhythm. Salim
however said Swaroop had a rich, appeal-
ing voice and gifted him his jacket.
Halling from the Rajasthan’s traditional
musical tribe, Langa, Swaroop has inher-
ited the richness of traditional music. “I
am a totally uneducated person from a
remote village. My forefathers performed

" in front of the King In their forts. We have

. ' been singers for the last seven genera-

more than their singing. Sure, they are tal-
ented. But their zest to overcome all odds
in {Jersunal life has been more of a talking
point. Whether they survive, of course,
depends on how well they sing. One of
these three — Kanika Joshi, who comes
from a poor family in smalltown Rudrafur
— has already been eliminated, but the
buzz is that she will back as a wild card
entry at the right time when the channel
needs a dramatic boost for the show.

We spoke to Kanika, as well as the visu-
ally-challenged Meghna Kumar and Swa-
roop Khan, an illiterate folk singer from
Rajasthan.

priyanka.srivastava@maitlioday.in

s = o S ) L T - .
e L N . o L e o Y
- % = i __.-|: - - e = ~m " i- =

tions, performing at various events and
function in Rajasthan.”

Swaroop lacks the knowledge of classi-
cal music but has learnt tradition singing
from his uncle Anwar Khan. He admits
realising that his knowledge of music Is
not complete in the modern set up.

“At the audition in Jaipur, | found it diffi-
cult to even speak in Hindi. Bollywood
music is a distant thing in our village
where there is no access to films, TV and
even radio. Our family does not believe in
mixing film music with our traditional folk
form,” he says with some effort.

Ever since he came to Mumbai, he has
been taking classes in spoken Hindi and
classical music. When he was given the
lyrics of the song Gun gun karta aaya rein
the theatre round, he could not read the
lines. However, his innate talent saved the
day once he picked up the lines. Says Swa-
roop, who doesn’t quite understand what
SMS voting is about: “l just want to
match pace with the urban singers
who are there in this competition.”



family has joined her in Mumbai to
/ boast morale, and her fahrhﬂs
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MEGHNA KUMAR, 17

Halls from: Jhansli, Uttar Pradesh

MEGHNA suffers from a medical condi-
tion called Tunnel Vision Syndrome.
Put simply, her vision is diminishing as
she’s growing older due to reduced
retina. She started losing vision
around five years back and that’s
when she quit regular studies to take
up music.

“Since music is one thing that can be
learnt by listening, | pursued BA in this
subject,” says Meghna, who has com-
pleted her Prabhakar degree from
Prayag University.

However, singing as a career was not
the best option in a small city like
Jhansl. So, Meghna took the decision
to participate in Indian Idol 5 and was
selected instantly at the auditions In
Indore. She floored the judges when
she sang Lambi judaai and received
accolades from Sunidhi Chauhan and
Salim Merchantin the theatre round.

Although doctors have declared
Meghna as completely blind, she can

GIRL WITH TUNNEL VISION

vaguely differentiate between light
and dark. She cannot identify a per-
son standing in front of her.

“After coming to Mumbali, | have
realised the vastness of the music. We
have masters who teach the nuances
of music. | have also learnt the way to
talk and conduct myself on stage,”
says Meghna.

In Mumbai, Meghna Is accompanied
by her father Tilak Raj Kumar. Ever
since she landed in Mumbal two weeks
ago after the audition round, she Is
mostly busy with riyaaz.

She dispels the notion that her med-
ical condition will make it easy for her
in the contest.

“To prove myself | have to make
twice the effort. | need to give 200 per
cent. My inability to see should not
colour the perception of the audi-
ence,” she says. “Till now, | have per-
formed only in front of the judges and
they have appreciated my talent and
nothing else. The audience voting will
start after the piano round. | hope
viewers vote for my singing and not

out of sympathy.”
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